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TRUE LIBERTY

By Br.Bakht Singh.
INTRODUCTION

God told Abraham, His friend, that his seed would be in a
strange land, would serve there 400 years and afterwards they would return to their
land (Gen 15:13-16). Jacob and his children went to Egypt because of famine in their
land. There they multiplied and became great. Pharaoh the king of Egypt took
knowledge of this and made them slaves. They were put to too much hardship. Then
they cried unto the Lord and He remembered His promise to Abraham, He sent His
servant Moses to bring out the children of Israel from the bondage of Egypt.
According to His word He judged the Egyptians by His mighty miracles and plagues
and delivered the children of Israel. Then Israel came out of Egypt and began
marching towards the land of promise and we find that though they came out of
Egypt, Egypt was not out of them! They had always a tendency to go back to the old
life, the life of bondage. We too have the same nature. Though the Lord has made
every provision for us to be free from all bondages, we tend to go back to bondage
in one way or the other. We learn precious lessons from the journeys of Israel.

In studying the journey of the people of God from Egypt to Canaan, we
understand that Egypt speaks of bondage, slavery, darkness and condemnation.
When we are saved by God’s grace, we are delivered from every bondage and every
condemnation, and the Lord wants us to come into His fullness. The land of Canaan
speaks of that fullness, and unless we overcome the different trials and temptations
on the way, we will not enjoy that fullness. The experience of the new birth depends
only upon our faith, and the very second we believe on the finished work of the Lord
Jesus Christ on the cross, we are forgiven; but our enjoyment of the fullness of god
depends upon our obedience and faithfulness, and that is why we have to go through
that journey in the wilderness to be tested whether we have a living faith or not.

We can see step by step the lessons which could be learned from that
journey, and then we come to know how the Israelites came to mount Sinai, how the
Law of God was given them and for that purpose.

THE MEANING OF ‘“THE LAW’

Let us see from God’s word what the law means. “For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John.1: 17). “For Christ is the end
of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses described the
righteousness which is of the law that the man which doeth these things shall live by
them.” (Romans. 10:5).

All that was conveyed through Moses to the children of Israel, in the form of
commandments, ordinances, feasts and sacrifices, is called ‘The Law’. And through it
God intended to show the meaning of righteousness, which he demands of man, and
to which no man can attain by his own efforts. However Seventh day Adventists
assert that the Ten Commandments were not included in the Law, but form a
separate part by themselves. Thus they try to argue that though the Law has come
to an end, the Ten Commandments still remain. They make a distinction between
what they call Ceremonial Law and Moral Law, and say that the Ceremonial Law has
come to an end but the Moral Law remains. Such a distinction is not made anywhere
in the scriptures.



Page 2 of 8

When the Lord Jesus Christ answered the lawyer who came to question Him,
He made it plane that the Commandments were part of the Law. Let us see Matt.22:
34-40.

“But when the Pharisees had heard that He has put the Sadducees to silence,
they were gathered together. Then one of them which was a lawyer, asked Him a
question, tempting Him and saying, Master, which is the great commandment in the
Law?” Jesus said unto him,” thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
Commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. ”

In replying to the Pharisees and Sadducees the Lord groups the Old
Testament into two parts, ‘the law’ and ‘the prophets’. Again in Luke 24:27, “And
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” Our Lord calls the same two parts, ‘Moses’
and’ all the prophets’. It is therefore clear that all that God said to Moses on the
Mount, that is, the Ten Commandments, divers Laws for every day life, the sacrifices
offered in the Tabernacle and the feasts of Jehovah, all together form ‘The Law’. And
so the Ten Commandments cannot be separated from circumcision or the sacrifices
or anything else included in the Law.

Mark very carefully the words of the Question the Lawyer asked the Lord
Jesus Christ, “Master which is the great commandment in the Law?” Note the Lords
answer, ” Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and the great
commandment, and the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” According
to Deut.6: 5, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul and with all thy might” and Lev.19: 18, “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear
any grudge against the children of thy people but thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself: 1 am the Lord.” We can say that the Lord included the Ten Commandments
and all the other laws given by God to Moses, in the term, ‘The Law’.

Paul the Apostle when speaking of the law calls it “ the book of the law”:
Gal.3: 10, “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is
written Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in the
book of the law to do them”. This also refers to the observance of days, and months,
times and years. Gal.4: 10, “Ye observe days and months and times and years”.
Thus Paul too makes no distinction between Ceremonial Law and Moral law.

Again in Exodus chapters 19 to 22, we read that Moses went on the Mount to
receive God’s commandments, and was instructed in various matters. In Exo0.20: 1-
17, we have Ten Commandments, and then follow other diverse laws and
ordinances. Therefore the Ten Commandments are the part of the Law.

The Seventh Day Adventists draw our attention to Exo.20: 10,”But the
seventh day is Sabbath unto the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy men servant nor thy maid servant, nor thy cattle
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates.” They say, what about this commandment?
Do you observe the Ten Commandments and keep the Sabbath? You have to
observe Saturday as Sabbath for your salvation. If not you are breaking God’s
Commandments and are coming under God’s judgments”. They say that our Lord
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Jesus Christ observed the Sabbath and did not change it. They are such cultured
liars; they mislead and misguide people and bring them into bondage by their
deceptive and evil teaching. Without saying who they are in a very subtle wicked
way to hide their true colors, they induce people in a correspondence course from
Poona called “the Voice of Prophecy”. Printed lessons are received every week. Many
people get interested in this course, which in the beginning contains some amount of
Bible study, but their main purpose is to influence people into observing the Seventh
Day.

THE OBJECT OF THE LAW

See the object for which God gave the Law. First, it was given so that people
might understand God’s definition of sin. We read in Rom.3: 20, “” Therefore by the
deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.”

Secondly, the law was given to us to understand God’s holiness. “Now we
know that what things so ever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”
Romans 3:19.The law was there and they knew right from wrong, but when they
tried not to commit sin, they failed and had to admit that not a single person had the
strength or human energy to obey and fulfill what God said and thus the whole world
became guilty, and every mouth was stopped before God.

I could walk through the streets of a city with simple innocent, shy faces,
saying | am a good man; nobody had heard me quarrelling or telling lies, or seen me
steeling and people may believe me. But when | sand before God and say that, God’s
hand will shut my mouth and say, “ How dare you say so. Look at yourself and My
standard of holiness.” | can deceive men but not God. Thus the law enables men to
understand God’s holiness.

How did that happen? Moses went on the mount and a great fire from heaven
came on the Mount; there was an earthquake and nobody dared to go near. When
they saw the fire they trembled and said, “God is Holy, He is a consuming fire.” If
they dared to go near where God was speaking, they would have been consumed
and reduced to ashes. If that fire was so holy that nobody dared to go near it, how
dare you come near the fire of God? That was a glimpse of God’s holiness and God
says, “ compare yourself with that sight, look at your hands and feet and say you are
holy, and then come near my fire.” Nobody was followed to go up the Mount except
Moses. Thus the mouth of every man was stopped.

Thirdly the law was given to help us to know how terrible sin is. “Was then
that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin that it might appear sin
by the commandment might become exceeding sinful”. Rom.7: 13. The law was
given to make sin still more sinful. In other words, to help us to understand how
dangerous, destructive and horrible sin is.

Centuries ago, people had no knowledge of the tuberculosis bacilli because
they were invisible to the naked eye. When a person coughed excessively they
thought he was possessed with an evil spirit and used magical means to remove it.
But with the invention of the microscope, by which even the tiniest germ is visible,
people have been warned of the damage, and the destruction caused by these bacilli.


















